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Each year, we rely on generous donations from our community to help support the people and 
programs that allow us to deliver a high-quality Christian education to more than 550 students 
at LCS. We are excited to communicate that in 2020-2021 Lansing Christian School had more 
than four hundred donors that contributed to the LCS Annual Fund. Those donations, and the 
income we received from the LCS Endowment, help reduce the cost of tuition for each student 
by approxiately $1500, and support the people and programs that make LCS an exceptional 
Christ-centered learning environment.

While developing the outdoor campus has been a long-time vision of the school, through 
the hands-on work of parent volunteers and the engagement of many generous donors, LCS 
began pursuing an Outdoor Learning Initiative in conjunction with the annual Black and Gold 
fundraiser last spring. Teaching and learning during a global pandemic increased the relevance 
of utilizing the outdoors to support student learning 
in 2020-2021, and it has been truly exciting to see 
our community come together to move forward 
new outdoor learning spaces at LCS during the last 
year. Details about Phase I of the Outdoor Learning 
Initiative are included in the Annual Report. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we express sincere 
gratitude to our donors and the many other people 
who help make LCS a school where God’s kingdom 
is advanced through the transformative work of 
Christian education.
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That they might set 
their hope in God.

PSALM 78:7
       SCHOOL VERSE 

LANSING CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
AT 70 YEARS
During the first week of school in August, 
2021, parents were invited to campus to 
join students for chapel. Students gathered 
by class on the LCS soccer field, and parents 
surrounded them as Head of School, Wendy 
Hofman, and members of the Board of 
Trustees prayed over the students and 
the school. It is a long-standing tradition 
at Lansing Christian School to start each 
academic year with an all school chapel 
that inlcudes parents, staff, and students 
to dedicate the school year to God and to 
pray that our students would come to know 
that each and every one of them is uniquely 
made and deeply loved by God. 

In fact, this has been the prayer of LCS 
parents for 70 years. Displayed in the 
school’s commons is a photograph from the 
early 1950s of a group of men praying over 
a stack of lumber. Those men had gathered 
together, working long hours at night and 

on the weekends, to help construct Lansing 
Christian School’s first building. Their prayer 
as they gathered together was that LCS would 
be a place where students would flourish 
academically and spiritually. A prayer that is 
based on our school verse, 
Psalm 78:5-7:

“We will tell the next generation the 
praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,

His power, and the wonderous deeds
He has done.

That they might set their hope in God.”



This year marks the 70th anniversary of 
Lansing Christian School. Since that time 
our school has grown from the passion of a 
few dedicated families to a fully accredited 
PreK-12th grade school that has provided 
an excellent Christ-centered education to 
thousands of students in the Greater Lansing 
area. Reflecting on that 70-year history, it is 
inspiring to hear how parents and members 
of our community have sacrificed their time, 
talents, and resources to build the school 
and create a legacy of Christian education 
that has spanned multiple generations. It 
is remarkable to see that same culture of 
generosity and faithfulness continue to 
define LCS today.

This past year, our school community faced 
unexpected challenges as we 
navigated educating 
students during a 
global
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Tarring the roof of the original 
school building. 

Dedication of the original school 
building, 1954. Prior to this classes 
met in the basement of Intercity 
Bible Church.

An early school bus. Mr. Bowden, 
one of the first superintendents, 
would often do maintenance on the 
buses himself.

The LCS mascot was known as 
John Pilgrim. This costume was 
constructed out of papier-mâché by 
Mrs. Peters and her art students.

Construction on the gym addition to 
the school on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
1968. 

The boys basketball team, 1975. 
Boys basketball was the only sport 
offered at LCS for many years. Today, 
we have 18 varsity and JV athletic 
teams.

Business class taught by Mrs. 
Peterson, 1976.

One of the portables used during 
the 1999-2000 school year while 
construction on the Belle Chase 
Way campus was underway.

Construction on the current school 
building. 

Equipment clearing additional trails 
and learning spaces in the woods to 
support outdoor learning, Winter 
2021. 
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pandemic. The parents who helped to 
establish LCS 70 years ago could never 
have imagined a school year that involved 
circumstances like remote learning and 
social distancing. But it is safe to assume 
that those parents knew that there would 
be times of challenge and struggle at LCS. 
Their legacy is a school that, regardless of 
the circumstances, continues to put its faith 
and hope in God and to help each and every 
student learn that God has a purpose for 
their lives. As we start a new school year, we 
look forward to building on the last 70 years 
by providing a transformational education 
that is preparing students to play their 
unique role in God’s Story and engage and 
transform the world for Jesus Christ.
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During the 2020-2021 academic year, our teachers went above and beyond, creating 
innovative methods to teach their students in safe and effective ways. Finding new ways 
to teach during a pandemic allowed students to continue to have exceptional learning 
experiences that developed their unique gifts and abilities throughout an unusual and 
challenging year.

NEL LECORN

Students in Dr. LeCorn’s 
high school chemistry 
class all received their own 
portable chemistry labs. 
These box sized labs allowed 
students to participate in 
experiments at school or at 
home, ensuring all students, 
remote or in-person, could 
have a valuable hands on 
experience in chemistry.

INNVOVATIVE TEACHERS

PETER O’NEILL

To maintain cohorting 
practices, Mr. O’Neill 
packed up his instruments 
and traveled to individual 
classrooms to teach music. 
Throughout the year, Mr. 
O’Neill could be heard 
strumming his ukulele 
or humming a tune as 
he traveled through the 
hallways. 

GARRETT ANDERSON

Mr. Anderson’ s high school 
Bible classes regularly went 
outside to participate in 
prayer walks and to have 
a time of reflection in 
the woods. Mr. Anderson 
explained to his students 
that their walks symbolized 
the journey we are all on 
with our faith and those 
we walk with are there to 
support us.

ALYSON PETERSON

Integrating technology in 
the classroom helped Mrs. 
Peterson provide learning 
opportunities to 4th grade 
students unable to receive 
in-person instruction. By 
utilizing an iPad on a stand, 
Mrs. Peterson took a dual 
platform approach which 
provided continuity of 
learning for students who 
needed to be remote. 

CARRIE BELANGER

To support local businesses 
during the pandemic and 
to work on their persuasive 
writing skills, Mrs. Belanger’s 
2nd graders wrote reviews 
of their favorite restaurants. 
The kids worked hard on 
the essays knowing the 
reviews would be sent to the 
restaurants and shared with 
parents. 

ALLY ZUKE

In Ms. Zuke’s social studies 
class, middle school 
students learned about 
refugees that are forced 
to leave their homes and 
some of the local programs 
that are helping them 
resettle in the Lansing area. 
The class held a rice and 
bean collection to support 
refugees in a tangible way 
during the pandemic.



Developing outdoor learning areas on Lansing Christian School’s 66-acre campus has been 
a long-time vision for the school. This past year, the importance of time spent outdoors 
to support the physical, mental, and emotional health of our students was highlighted 
as teachers spent increased time outdoors to take a break from the mitigation strategies 
that were necessary inside the building. Our students enjoy being outdoors, exploring 
the woods, building forts with tree branches, and going on prayer walks. Spending time 
outdoors gives our students the space to think, to move, and to be in community in a whole 
new way.

Optimizing the school’s facilities and grounds to support the people and programs at LCS 
is a key priority of the five year strategic plan. To support this new priority, the school 
started taking significant steps towards identifying and developing outdoor learning spaces 
to help support outdoor teaching and learning well. During the spring, a group of parent 
volunteers helped to cut new paths in the woods to create over two miles of walkable 
trails and cleared several learning spaces for our PreK-12th grade students. The school also 
worked with an architect to help identify key structures that the school could develop to 
provide areas on our campus for outdoor learning. 

We shared our newly developed master plan with the LCS community during the 2021 
Black and Gold Fund Drive. And, thanks to their generosity, we raised nearly $100,000 to 
put towards Phase 1 of the plan. Included in the Annual Report are renderings created by 
a landscape architect of Phase 1 of the project, which includes a Learning Pavilion on the 
elementary side of the building and an amphitheater to support PreK-12th grade students. 
We anticipate construction on Phase 1 will begin in Spring 2022.  

OUTDOOR LEARNING INITIATIVE

LEARNING PAVILION/
ELEMENTARY PLAYGROUND

Youth 
Soccer 

Field

Woods

School 
Building

Learning 
Pavilion

Woodland 
Walking Paths

ADA Compliant 
Sidewalk

Natural 
Playground

Existing 
Trees

Proposed 
Trees

Relocated 
Sledding 

Hill

Existing 
Swings

On the elementary side of the building, the Learning Pavilion will be 
constructed alongside the youth soccer field. The mono-sloped roofed 
structure will fit roughly two classes of students and open up to provide 
a panoramic view of our wooded wetland areas. The plan includes an 
ADA compliant sidewalk 
to the pavilion which 
also provides access to 
our youth soccer field. 
The rendering also 
reflects plans to move 
the elementary sledding 
hill to a new location 
and space for a natural 
playground.
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Middle & High 
School Wing

Upper 
Elementary 

Wing

Overflow 
Seating Area

Open Lawn

The 
Commons

ADA Compliant 
Sidewalk

Seating

Seating

Patio with Picnic 
Tables

10’ x 25’ Stage

10’ x 25’ Stage Backdrop 

Backdrop 

Woods

Between the middle and high school wings 
of the building, an amphitheater will be built 
utilizing the natural slope of the landscape. 
The amphitheater will include a 25’x10’ 
stage situation in front of the woods with a 
pergola style backdrop, and benches that will 
fit roughly 60 people along with space for 
overflow seating. The amphitheater will have 
a sound system for amplified sound and is 
being designed to allow for future expansion. 
The rendering also includes a proposal for a 
patio area outside the school’s commons for 
use at lunch time, for collaborative learning, 
or meetings. 

AMPHITHEATER

This past winter and spring, roughly 1.5 miles of 
new paths were cut through the woods on the 
LCS campus to create over 2 miles of walkable 
trails. Several larger areas were also cleared 
along the trails and are being developed 
into learning spaces for our PreK-12th grade 
students. 

TRAILS/OUTDOOR 
LEARNING SPACES
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EXCERPT FROM THE 2021 SENIOR CHALLENGE 
BY SOPHIE GRUESBECK
God makes no mistakes and He knew exactly what He was doing when he placed us all in 
this class. He knew we were capable to endure and overcome and has a plan to use this 
for our good. Now I may be biased but I believe our class to be one of great character.  It is 
easy to see the joy, love, and care we have for each other. We have such great community 
and friendships within our class and always know how to be lighthearted and fun. On any 
given day you could see us jump roping at lunch, hanging out after school, or playing cards 
in study hall. We embody Paul’s mission to the Thessalonians to “encourage one another 
and build each other up” so well. 

We are also resilient. 

I believe that big things can, and will, come from each of us in this class... there is a reason 
we’ve been disciplined and prepared in this way. So, let’s keep running the good race class 
of 2021, we’ve got a lot of work to do. 

2021 GRADUATES
Below is a list of the colleges 
and universities where our 2021 
graduates were admitted, those 
in bold reflect the colleges and 
universities they plan to attend.

Appalachian State University
Bellarmine University
Belmont University
Butler University
Calvin University
Cedarville University
Central Michigan University
Concordia University Wisconsin
DePaul University
Dordt University
Eastern Michigan University
Grand Rapids Community College
Grand Valley State University
Hope College
Howard University
Indiana Wesleyan University
Iowa State University
Lansing Community College
Liberty University
Loyola University
Miami University
Michigan State University
Michigan Technological University
Moody Bible College
Murray State University
North Dakota State University
Northwestern Michigan College
Ohio University
Pennsylvania State University
Purdue University
South Dakota State University
Spring Arbor University
Taylor University
Texas A&M University
University of Indianapolis
University of Michigan
University of Wisconsin - River Falls
Washtenaw Community College
Western Michigan University
Wheaton College

              OF GRADUATES
              CONTINUED ON 
TO HIGHER EDUCATION
97% 
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FINANCIALS

79% 13% 7%

FACULTY 
& STAFF

1%

ANNUAL FUND GIFTS

ENDOWMENT

2021
2020

2018

2019

2017

$11,572,000

$9,112,000

$8,843,000

$8,525,000

$530,000

EXPENSES: $5,009,000

PROGRAM
SUPPORT

FACILITY FUNDRAISING

68% 14% 13%

TUITION

5%

CONTRIBUTIONS OTHER* INCOME FROM 
ENDOWMENT

REVENUE: $5,611,000

* includes COVID-19 relief funds

* includes gifts restricted for outdoor education

463

71

11 3

840
GIFTS

11
under $100
$100 to $999
$1,000 to $4,999

$5,000 to $9,999

$10,000-$49,999
$50,000 and over

463

281

71
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463

53%

$1500

OF STUDENTS 
RECEIVE VARIABLE 

TUITION

AVERAGE AMOUNT 
TUITION IS REDUCED 

PER STUDENT 
BECAUSE OF 

FUNDRAISING

GIVING AT A GLANCE
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WANT TO IMPACT A STUDENT’S LIFE?
SO DO WE!

ANNUAL FUND

Contributions to the Annual Fund directly 
supports the transformational education 
at Lansing Christian School and helps make 
a Christ-centered education accessible 
to more families in the Greater Lansing 
area. No one at LCS pays the full cost of 
educating a student, and each year we rely 
on generous gifts to the Annual Fund from 
members of our community, and income 
generated from the LCS Endowment, to 
offset the cost of tuition by an average of 
$1,500 per student. This year, we need to 
fundraise for approximately $570,000 to 
support the ongoing work of the school.

Your financial support of the Annual Fund 
is an expression of faith and support in 
God’s work at the school.  Your gift, big or 
small, makes a difference and is a lifelong 
investment in our students. 

LCS ENDOWMENT FUND

Since 1951, Lansing Christian School 
has been a bedrock for Christ-centered 
education in the Greater Lansing area. A 
gift to the LCS Endowment helps to ensure 
Lansing Christian School can continue its 
tradition of quality Christian education 
and remain accessible for generations of 
students to come. 

Currently, at roughly $11,500,000, gifts 
made to the LCS Endowment are held in a 
restricted fund, overseen by the Foundation 
Board, allowing future growth to be used 
as dependable income for the school. 
Contributions to the LCS Endowment 
provide the school with long-term financial 
sustainability, ensuring a lasting legacy of 
Christian education in the Lansing area.

Providing an authentic and integral Christian education is about helping each student understand 

that they are a part of God’s Story, and equipping them with the knowledge and tools they need to 

live out their purpose. Your contribution to Lansing Christian School supports an education where 

students develop a passion for learning through rich and diverse experiences that give them the 

opportunity to understand how their own gifts and abilities can be used to engage and transform 

the world for Jesus Christ.

PLANNED GIVING

Making a planned gift to Lansing Christian 
School during your lifetime, or naming LCS 
in your will or trust, is an investment in the 
mission of the school and in the lives of our 
students. Gifts received from an individual’s 
estate, unless otherwise designated, will be 
placed in the LCS Endowment. Receiving a 
planned gift is a huge blessing to LCS and will 
provide long-term financial sustainability 
for the school.

In addition to naming LCS in your will or 
trust, you can designate Lansing Christian 
School as a beneficiary of your retirement 
plan or life insurance policy, or you can 
create a charitable gift annuity which 
provides immediate support to the school 
during your lifetime.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Providing a gift to Lansing Christian 
School in memory of a friend or relative 
is a wonderful way to honor their life and 
commitment to LCS while supporting an 
exceptional and accessible Christ-centered 
education. When an honoree or family has 
requested that gifts be given to Lansing 
Christian School in lieu of flowers, the 
donations are made to the Annual Fund 
unless otherwise specified. In recognition 
of the individual in whose name a memorial 
gift was made, a brick will be placed outside 
the main entrance to commemorate their 
legacy at Lansing Christian School.    

Please contact Melissa Keeley (mkeeley@
lansingchristianschool.org) in the Development 
Office for any questions about how to make a 
charitable contribution to the school.



Equipping young men and women to 
engage and transform the world for 

Jesus Christ.

lansingchristianschool.org/517.882.5779
Follow us on Twitter @LCSPilgrims and Facebook
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